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the framework of one system of philosophy, and to accept
a priori certain very controversial propositions, is un-
familiar to British scientists.   We no longer have to square
our data with the Thirty-nine Articles.   We do not mix
science and philosophy overmuch and we are able to secure
acceptance for our work as pure empiricism, without
having to fit it into any particular system of philosophy.
But in Russia it is, and always has been, otherwise.   The
nineteenth-century Russian scientist was well advised to
publish only such work as did not challenge the tenets of
the Orthodox Church or the policy of the Court.   The
twentieth-century Russian scientist may find that the most
convincing experiments are insufficient to justify a theory
which runs counter to the views of Marx of Lenin.   It is
-in vain that Lenin said: * Our teaching is not dogma, , , .
Life will show us '; in 1932, at Leningrad, the All-Union
Conference on the planning of Genetics and Selection
passed a resolution that genetics and plant breeding were to
conform with dialectical materialism.   Long before that,
in a book entitled Materialism and Empiriocriticism1 Lenin
laid down the principles on which scientific research should
be conducted.   Some of these principles have been pro-
pounded by Stalin as 'bolshevik axioms*, which differ
from the usual axioms in that they are anything but self-
evident.

There is a copious literature on the significance for
science of dialectical materialism; it is easily available to
the reader and need not be summarised here.2 The purpose
of this chapter is to discuss briefly the effect which the
official Soviet philosophy is having upon scientific research.
That this philosophy has given a new impetus to scientific

1  English translation by A. Fineberg, London, 1938.

2  Bernal, Levy, and others, in Aspects of Dialectical Materialism,
London, 1934.   Haldane, The Marxist Philosophy and the Sciences,
London, 1938.    Engels, Dialectics of Nature, London, 1940.    An
excellent brief account of the relation between dialectics and genetics
in the U.S.S.R. is given by Hudson and Richens in The New Genetics
m the Soviet Union.   Cambridge, 1946.